Health System Perspective: Variation, Costs, and Physician Behavior.
With the generalized rise in cost of US health care, renewed emphasis has been placed on defining the relationship between costs and outcome. The quality of health care delivery has been uneven, as measured by existing quality and performance measures, significant variation in the delivery of care, lack of standardization of care leading to avoidable error, lack of meaningful outcomes measurement, and apparent disconnect with cost. Orthopaedic surgeons are at the nexus of implementing change, as we are the primary decision makers regarding care of our patients. This summary will review efforts that address quality, cost, outcome, safety, and variation in care.